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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 136(a}. In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent tenn adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 March 2005 . 
2a)[3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 1^ Claim(s) IjS is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/09/2005 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 



Foreign Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Specification Objections 
3. Page 7 lines 15-17 read: 

"It has been described above how the attachment or removal of 
accessories to/from the camera body is detected using the separate 
means according to the invention 1 , 2, 3, 4 and 5 in CB and V, 6 and 7 
inACC." 

The above paragraph does not cite a specific figure or elements. Correction is 
required. A~ suggested corrected text is presented in boldface font in the following 
paragraph. 

It has been described above how the attachment or removal of 
accessories to/from the camera body is detected using the separate 
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means of determining the operating states, according to the invention, 
of camera body (CB) circuit components sliown as elements 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 5 and accessory (ACC) elements 1', 6 and 7 of Figure 1. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Kikukawa 
et al. (U. S. Patent # 5,333,030). 

6. Regarding Claim 1 , Kikukawa et al. discloses a camera body (CB) for still 
photography (column 3. lines 53-56) that comprises attachment facilities (column 3, 
lines 57-68 and column 4, lines 1-4 and column 4, lines 1-4) for a number of different 
accessories (ACC), which camera body further comprises a control unit (Figure 

1 21 B, element BMC) for controlling functions in the camera body and in accessories 
attached to the camera body, where the control unit communicates with the 
various accessories via a data bus (column 5, lines 19-24), which camera body 
can be in at least two different system states when an accessory is attached to it, 
characterized in that, for at least one of the attachment facilities for accessories, in 
addition to and separate from the data bus, the camera body comprises separate 
communication means (1, 2, 3, 4, 5) for automatic detection of the attachment or 
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removal of accessories to or from the camera body regardless of which of said 
system states the camera body with said at least one accessory is in, which 
separate means for communication can also be used by the control unit in the 
camera body to initiate a change in the system status of an attached accessory (column 
3, lines 41-48 and column4, lines 1-24). 

7. Regarding claim 2, Kikukawa et al. discloses a camera body, in which the said 
separate means for communication (1 , 2, 3, 4, 5) also exhibit the ability to cause a 
change in the system status of the camera body and attached accessories to be 
initiated by an attached accessory (column 5, lines 28-40). 

8. Regarding claim 3, Kikukawa et al. discloses a camera, in which an attachment 
of a new accessory which has been detected via the said separate means of 
communication can initiate communication via the data bus between the control unit in 
the camera body and the attached accessory (column 5, lines 28-40). 

9. Regarding claim 4, Kikukawa et al. discloses a camera, in which a change in 
system status of an accessory which has been initiated via the said separate means of 
communication can initiate communication via the data bus between the control unit in 
the camera body and the attached accessory (column 5, lines 28-40). 

10. Regarding claim 5, Kikukawa et al. discloses an accessory (ACC) for a camera 
body (CB), preferably the camera body, comprising means for control (Figure 121B, 
element BMC), and means for connection to a data bus in the said camera body 
(column 5, lines 28-40), characterized in that it comprises, in addition, separate means 
for communication (V. 6, 7) for connection to corresponding separate communication 
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means in the camera body for monitoring by the camera body of the system status of 
the accessory, which separate means for communication can also be used by 
control means in the accessory to initiate a change in its own system status. 
1 1 . Regarding claim 6, Kikukawa et al. discloses an accessory for a camera, in 
which the separate means for communication can also be used by the accessory's 
control means to request initiation of change in system status of the camera body and 
other units that are attached to the camera body (column 5, lines 28-40). 



Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art references are, made of record and not relied upon, 
are presented in the following paragraphs. 

13. Shiokama et al. (U. S. Patent # 5,287,138) discloses a :Camera System". 

14. Korihara et al. (U. S. Patent # 5,664,245) discloses a "Camera System Having a 
Camera Body With a Power Supply and an Accessory Attachable to the Camera Body". 

15. Miyazawa et al. (U. S. Patent # 5,761 ,560) discloses an "Interchangeable Lens 
Having a Data Outputting Function". 

16. Nishida et al. (U. S. Patent Application Publication # 2003/0142970 Al ) discloses 
a "Camera System and Accessory Device". 

17. Nishida et al. (U. S. Patent # 6,738,574) discloses a "Camera System and 
Accessory Device". 
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1 8. Nishida et al. (U. S. Patent # 6,839,51 1 ) discloses a "Camera System and 
Accessory Device and Method for Judging and Controlling an Accessory Device". 

1 9. Kataoka (U. S. Patent # 4.845,522) discloses a "Data Communication System for 
Camera Systems". 

20. Uenaka et al. (U. S. Patent # 6.707,992 B2) discloses a "Camera System Having 
a Communication System Between a Camera Body and a Photographing Lens". 

21 . Aihara et al. (U. S. Patent # 6,183.145 B1) discloses a "Camera System". 

22. Lijima (U. S. Patent # 5,548,369) discloses a "Camera". 

23. Miyasaka (U. S. Patent # 5.300,978) discloses a "Camera With Display for 
Displaying a Control Operation to Be Executed". 

24. Azuma et al. (U. S. Patent # 4.994.844) discloses a "Camera System". 

25. Ohara et al. (U. S. Patent #4.969,000) discloses a "Camera System". 

26. Ogawa (U. S. Patent # 4,814.802) discloses a "Camera System". 

27. Nakai et al. (U. S. Patent # 4,673,275) discloses a "Camera System Operable by 
Canying Data From a Camera Accessory to a Camera Body". 

28. Kaneda (U. S. Patent # 7.1 51 ,570 B2) discloses an "Imaging Apparatus With 
Interchangeable Lens Apparatus, the Lens Apparatus Having a Memory for Storing 
Optical Performance Data of The Lens Apparatus". 

29. Nordmann (U. S. Patent # 4.217,606) discloses an "Optical Monitoring Facility 
and the Method for Using It". 
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30. Milam (U. S. Patent Application Publication # 2002/0101520 A1) discloses a 
"Method and Apparatus for Upgrading Legacy Optical Imaging Systems With Digital 
Image Capture and Management". 

31. Mamiya (U. S. Patent # 6,690,415 B1) discloses a "Camera, Camera Connecting 
Device, and Camera System." 

32. Izukawa (U. S. Patent # 6,352,378 B1 ) discloses an "Accessory, Apparatus to 
Which the Accessory Is Connected. Accessory System, and Lens Adapter System 
Composed of Optical Apparatus and a Plurality of Lens Adapters". 

33. Izukawa (U. S. Patent # 6,041 ,189) discloses a "Camera Systems, Camera and 
Camera Accessory". 

34. Kobayashi (U. S. Patent # 5,781 .818) discloses a "System for Communication 
Between Camera and Accessory". 

35. Naguno (U. S. Patent # 5,122,880) discloses an "Electronic Still Camera With 
Lessened Power Consumption". 

36. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Warren K. Fenwick whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3040. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 9A to 5:30P, Eastern 
Time. 

37. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be reached on 571-272-2210. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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38. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infomiation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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